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INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 


FELLow Civizens:— Twelve years ago, by your suffrages, I was 
honored with the exalted position of Chief Executive of your 
State. For the term of four years the high trust was adminis- 
tered with honest purposes, and in accordance with the dictates 
of my best judgment. Whether that administration was success- 
ful or unsuccessful, whether it met with your approval or dis- 
approval, I ‘have ever been consoled by the possession of an 
approving conscience, and by it assured that my duties were 
faithfully performed. And now, to day, after a lapse of eight 
years, called back by the almost unanimous voice of the 
people, again to assume the helm of your State government, my 
heart is not only filled with gratitude for your confidence, but I 
esteem it an honor of which any citizen might feel proud, and to 
which few men live to attain. I trust, therefore, that I shall be 
pardoned for receiving this call from the ‘State as an evidence 
that my acts asa public servant were acceptable to my tellow- 
citizens. But while deeply sensible of the distinguished honor 
conferred, I cannot be unmindful of the exacting duties of the 
place, or fail to appreciate the weighty responsibilities I shall 
presently assume. ` 


RETROSPECTIVE. 


At the beginning of my former official term, unity and har- 


mony prevailed among us, and especially among those of the ` 


political party to which I belonged; which party then, as now, 
comprised most of the intelligent tax-payers of the State. Having 
but recently emerged from the obnoxious domination of a polit- 
ical party antagonistic in feeling, partisan in purpose, and 
oppressive in its action toward the class alone fitted to direct the 
government, dissensions and antagonisms among us were hushed 
by the patriotic clamor for the public weal. The hands of the 
administration were upheld by the conservatlve elements of the 
State, and we stood united as against a common enemy, to 
repair the disasters of misrule, and inaugurate a progressive pros- 
perity in Mississippi: The salutary changes in the affairs of 
the State could but foreshadow the result. The burdens of taxa- 


tion had promises of early reduction, corruption in high places - 


was promptly pursued and brought to justice by the strong arm 
of the Jaw, and for the first time since 1865 the light of a better 
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day broke, with its welcome beams, upon a hitherto discouraged 
and well-nigh ruined people. 

May I not cherish the hope that at the beginning of my new 
term of official service, I may be favored with a like degree of 
your confidence, and receive a like generous support from my 
fellow-citizens as alone made it possible for me to guide your ship 
of State safely through the whirlpools and narrows which evironed 
it during that tempestuous period ? 


THE FUTURE. 


In discharging the various and delicate duties devolving upon 
me I shall strive assiduously to deserve, as I shall at all times 


need, your sympathy and approval. Public opinion is a potent - 


factor in the building up or the pulling down of that fabric which 
upholds and maintains good government. A public official 
should ask nothing more than that justice should be done him in 
discussing his official acts If deserved censure and criticism 
are meted out to him unsparingly he should not complain; but 
he is entitled to expect and to receive generous commendation 
for duties well and faithfully performed, or difficulties met with 
resolute and honest endeavor. Without your favor and support 
those difficulties will be greatly magnified and .my labors in- 
creased, but with your helping hearts and hands I shall be 
uplifted to where I shall feel that success is assured. 


AGRICULTURAL. 


While we have much cause for thankfulness to the Great Giver 
of all things we can but realize the fact that in most parts of the 
State the soil has refused its accustomed yield to the industrious 
efforts of the husbandman. The people, therefore, are somewhat 
depressed by the partial failure of the staple crop. Many of them 
will be unable at this iime to meet the liabilities incurred and the 
demands made upon them for its cultivation and harvesting. We 
are encouraged by the fact, however, that even partial failures in 
our favored cline are unusual, and that a total failure 
with us, as in some countries, never occurs. If 
we fail in one crop the loss is usually largely compensated 
by abundant returns from other crops. And while our cotton 
crop for the past season was generally unremunerative, on the 
other hand the yield of corn, hay and other crops grown in the 
State was unusually abundant. The farmer who, by misfortune, 
or from other cause, finds himself unable to respond to the just 
demands upon him may be oppressed by the consciousness of his 
condition, but if he has been honest, frugal and industrious we 
believe that he can look with confidence to the relief which can 
- be afforded him by the kind indulgence of his creditors. May 
we not entertain the hope that with nature’s accustomed bounty 
to our laboring husbandman the present year will-bring more aus 
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picigus seasons and more abundant crops to compensate for the 
shortage to which I Have referred? Agriculture is the leading 
pursuit of our people, and will for many years continue to be our 
greatest source of wealth. For years past, and in some parts of 
the State now, no soil could or can be found which responded 
more abundantly or was more easy of cultivation than ours. But 
in some portions of our State, from a system of injudicious cul- 
ture, the lands have become so worn and starved that the yield of 
the cotton crop upon it is often insufficient to pay the cost of pro- 
duction, The remedy, of course, lies not only in diversifying and 
rotating the crops, but in restoring to the soil, by cheap, but effec- 
tive home-made fertilizers, the elements of which it has been so 
ruthlessly deprived. Has not the time come when many can 
profitably imitate the examples of older agricultural communities - 
who, by thus intelligently assisting nature, have made fertile and 
productive the worn-out places of their ancestors, and made them 
‘to bloom and blossom as the rose?” 


INDUSTRIAL INTERESTS. 


Manufacturing in } Mississippi is yet in its infancy, but the 
steady increase of the capital invested in State enterprises, par- 
ticularly in cotton mills, while not so rapid as we could desire, 
proves conclusively that we have too long overlooked or neglected 
our opportunities and peculiar advantages for adding to our in- 
dustrial wealth. To foster and encourage such endeavors, should 
in the future, as in the past, be the policy of our people. They 
not only afford a market near at hand for many of our products, 
but will give remunerative employment to many industrious and 
deserving persons among us who will gladly avail themselves of 
the opportunity. 


JEFFFRSON DAVIS. 


Fettow Mississipeians—lIn the early days of last month tae 
State lost its greatest citizen, the South its most distinguished, its 
most gifted patriot, JEFFERSON Davis. Eloquent lips and eloquent 
pens, within and without the State, have recently made the story 
of his illustrious life a household possession. I shall not attempt 
to repeat that story, nor to recount the virtues, the heroism, the 
gifts and graces, both of person and of mind, which cluster about 
hisname. These will live in history-and in the traditions of gen- 
erations which shall come after us, when the bosom of our be- 
loved State shall give nourishment to millions of her sons and 
daughters yet to be. He has passed out of the tempest and 
storm of life, aftera career of great achievement and heroic 
endurance. ‘‘After lifes fitful fever he sleeps well.” The 
leader of a great and chivalrous people bore himself before the 
world with such dignity, with such shining talents, with such 
knightly pose, ‘with such selfabnegation, with such grand, unfal- - 
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tering endurance. with such devotion to the South and its Lost 
Cause that he became imbedded in the hearts and affections of 
his people, and identified with their pride of race and of civiliza- 
tion. The whole South recently wept at his bier. Mississippi’s 
love will ever make a halo of reverence above his grave. If his 
memory is dear to our Southland it is still more precious to Missis- 
sippi. With his greatness hers must ever be linked. And should 
a cruel fate withhold from her the care and keeping of his mortal 
remains, would it not mitigate our grief if he should rest in the 
capital city of the late Confederate States, where he is so loved, 
and to which Mississippi yielded him for the four most arduous 
years of his life, and where, as chief architect, he built a ‘‘nation 
that is dead and gone!” But wherever his ashes may sleep let 
Mississippians be to the front in giving freely of their substance 
that a shaft may be erected to pierce the sky—not to illustrate his 
virtues and great abilities, for fame will take care of them, but 
ever to testify to the affection in which heis held in our memories. 


THE CONFEDERATE AND FEDERAL VETERANS. 


You will pardon me for referring just here with commendation 
to an association recently organized in ‘the State, which is making 
provision for a re-union of Confederate and Federal veterans at 
the city of Vicksburg in May next. I trust that their praise- 
worthy undertaking will meet with the encouragement and favor 
of our people throughout the State. With rare exceptions the 
brave veterans of both the Northern and Southern armies have 
long since turned their ‘tswords into ploughshares” and bear each 
other no malice. They can easily fraternize and tell tales of valor 


of which each may be proud. I cordially commend the enter- 
prise to the favoring care of my fellow-citizens. 


SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES: I feel that I must share the 
grave responsibilities devolving upon you as law-makers of the 
State. Associated with your position, as well as my own, will be 
great honor, and as the people’s trusted servants, great responsi- 
bilities. May I not hope that your every action will be the result 
of deliberate and thoughtful consideration? Hasty and incon- 
siderate legislation is not only unnecessary, but dangerous to the 
public welfare, and should be carefully avoided. 

My worthy predecessor has submitted to you such information 
touching the public interest, as his position has enabled him to 
acquire, and has made such recommendations as his wisdom and 
experience have found worthy of your notice. These matters 
will doubtless receive from you that careful consideration which 
their importance demands. 

Like yourselves, I come fresh from the people, and from the pri- 
vate walks of life. It will not therefore be expected that I shall 


discuss, at this time, the condition and wants of the State, except 
in a general way. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 


The question of a Constitutional :Convention will command 
your attention during the early days of the session, and should 
be most carefully considered. It involves a complete revision of 
the organic law, and should be thoughtfully and patriotically 
examined, and handled with the utmost care. ‘Never was a look 
more important before a leap is made. I have confidence that 
in the light of the recent discussion by the people, you will act 
wisely in the matter. Laying aside all personal preferences and 
prejudices, as well as all local interest, the subject should be dis- 
cussed and determined in such a manner as will not provoke 
division among our people, but shall best promote the public wel- 
fare and the unity of those intrusted with our civilization. 


EDUCATION. 


The subject of education must ever be one of great concern to - - 
the people of Mississippi. The successful administration of the 
Government, as well as the wisdom and justice of the laws under 
which we live, depend largely upon the intelligence of the con- 
stituency from which our legislative and executive officers come. 
Upon ‘it also depend, in a great measure, the progress and pros- 
perity of the country in which we live The profits of all pur- 
suits are usually commensurate with the degree of intelligence 
with which they are prosecuted. For these and many other rea-- 
sons which your own minds will supply, the means for the educa- 
tion of the children of the State should continue to be provided. 

The success attained by our educational institutions commend 
them to your fostering favor. All these institutions, which are 
supported in whole or in part by appropriations from the State 
Treasury, are doing good: work, and any action on your part 
looking to the further development of their usefulness will receive 
my cordial support. ` I feel a special interest in the welfare of the 
Industrial Institute and College at Columbus.. Though the 
youngest of our institutions of learning, its unique and practical 
line of, work has already brought great credit upon those who 
originated and moulded it. For many years our State, though 
priding herself upon ler chivalrous care of the property rights of 
her women, neglected the education of her girls. While her 
bounty was generously extended to’ the colleges designed for her 
boys, she strangely withheld a like provision for her girls. ı These 
girls, for the most part, were far more dependent upon education 
than their brothers to enter the world as bread-winners. Tardy 
justice, in the creation_of our Girls’ Industrial College, has opened 
a way to Mississippi’s daughters for learning to earn a livelihood | 
in many ways out of the.reach of those unfavored by fortune. 
The institution is receiving the warmest cemmendations from 
all parts of the State, and is greatly appreciated by our people. 

I need not make special mention of our Agricultural and Me- 
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chanical College nor our State University. Their success has 
long since been provided for and assured, and in like manner our 
common-school system, in which we take just pride. In provid- 
ing for the support of these institutions, however, care must be 
taken that ali things shall be conducted on a plane of economy 
consistent with the means of the State. But their interests should 
be so guarded that their usefulness and efficiency shall not be im- 
paired by parsimonious allowances. And so with regard to our 
charitable institutions. They are indispensable to those unfortu- 
nate citizens for whose benefit they are provided, and they must 
be maintained, not extravagantly, but at whatever cost may be 
necessary for the comfortable care of those helpless inmates 
whose misfortunes appeal so strongly to the humanity of the 
State. These suffering wards of the people have claims upon us 
which I am confident you will not deny them. 


THE PENITENTIARY. 


The disposition of the Penitentiary is a problem which you are 
called upon tosolve. It has been to your predecessors a source 
of great perplexity, and their state-craft has failed to formulate 
any satisfactory plan for such disposition of the criminals as will 
support the Penitentiary and insure humane treatment to the con- 
victs. We may safely assume that the State will make every 
effort to avoid a return to the odious system of leasing the Peni- 
tentiary and convicts which has obtained for so many years. 
Whatever may be said in its defense, the system, as illustrated, 
was obnoxious to civilization; and hateful to the people of Missis- 
sippi. 

The character ot a large majority of the convicts (dismal as the 
thought is) precludes us from the hope of beneficial results from 
such moral and intellectual training as the State would be able to 
give them. So few of them are intellectually fitted for skilled 
laborers that they cannot be made available within the walls of 
the prison. My present judgment is that they can be suc- 
cessfully and humanely employed on levees and other 
works of like nature, or they may be available on plantations, 
but in either case the work should be done under the care and 
immediate supervision of State authority. A sufficient number 
of State farms, properly located and under judicious management, 
might lead to a satisfactory solution of this troublesome question; 
and yet I doubt the wisdom of a change so radical at once. Per- 
haps it would be wise to commenoe on a small scale and extend 
the venture as success may seem to warrant. Otherwise a partial 
failure in results might cause discouragement and lead to an 
abandonment of the experiment before it has been fairly tested. 
If it shall be deemed advisable to continue the penitentiary 
under the supervision of the Board of Control, care should be 
taken that no conflict of authority shall arise. Every superfluous 
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appendage should be curated, and every useless expense elimin- 
ated. 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS, 


Our national political situation is by no means pleasing to us. 
Every deparatment of the general government is now in the 
hands of a party whose expressions are inimical to our interests 
and whose leaders are continually menacing us with unfriendly 
legislation. This condition of things furnishes food for the most 
serious reflection. ButI have been glad to note recent evidences 
that the masses of Northern people are not altogether in sympa- 
thy with their Radical leaders in Congress; and I indulge the 
hope that the measures already prepared for -sectional purposes 
of oppression may yet fail to become the-law of the land for lack 
of approviag public opinion. TI trust that a returning sense of 
justice will prevent any such action. 


CONCLUSION, 


GENTLEMEN : We are now about to enter upon the labors and 
duties assigned us by our constituents.  Let-us approach them 
with that calm deliberation which their importance demands. Let 
us insist upon the strictest economy possible in the wise admin- 
tisration of the affairs of the State. 


FeLLow Crrizens: With greateful pronka for the 
generous confidence you have again reposed in me, . conscious of 
my dependence upon Divine Providence, and trusting that I 
may be guided and directed in all my actions by the All-Wise 

“Ruler of the Universe» I now declare myself ready to subscribe 
to the solemn oath which the law requires. 


